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old woman with starving children, and having to beg or to play
the piano in the street to earn my living, he spoke of a particular
newspaper placard actually seen on the previous day, which
ran: "Duke's son begs in street". He then suddenly asked me:
"Haven't you got a coat?55 This was the key to the overwhelming
anxiety of the previous day. It was winter, but the day had been
a mild one and I had come a very short distance to my consulting
room and had not bothered to wear my coat. When I opened
the cupboard the boy saw only a hat, and his instant belief was
that I had no coat. And here was he borrowing (i.e. stealing, since
he had no intention of returning the penny) from a poor woman
who had no winter coat! Since he had been in analysis now with
me for a year, had experienced the real benefits of understanding
and felt he owed me a real debt, this notion stirred up an enorm-
ous terror that he would have to be responsible for providing me
with a coat. As he was now in fact learning to play the piano, he
would thus have to play it in the street, as he often saw a man
doing in Wimpole Street, in order to pay for a coat for me. With
many other threads which I cannot quote here, this led back to
his despair as a small child, faced with the need to make good the
damage he has done to his parents. His intense morbid craving
to have things given to him was not only for the purpose of doing
good with them, but even more to deny his guilt and responsi-
bility, to prove to himself that he was still only a helpless baby
who had never done anything wrong and who deserved only to
receive.
In all these phantasies there were actual links with his real
experience. The boy's father was a professional man with limited
income and financial problems were of real urgency. From
early childhood he had heard bickerings and mutual recrimina-
tions between the parents about financial difficulties. In his
phantasy, it was his own early attacks upon his mother and his
intense desire to obtain his father's love for himself which had
led to these quarrels; and his own early greed and oral necessities
which had made his parents poor.
Finally, the inhibition with regard to learning in this boy,
whilst naturally very complex, had the following connection
with his craving for material possessions. Learning is seeing
and knowing, and to see and know about a thing is to want it;
to want it is to damage it. So it is better not to learn. At the age
of two years the boy had in fact been taken to sleep in his parents*